_ (Chrysler’s G and
i Mercedes-Benz’s Si.)
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¥ ol more or less tha

149 and 151. At the Battle of Thermo y =
lae, fought long before Plato’s passing,
just 300 Spartans fought Xerxes land the
Persian army in their legendary last star
Following ten frames and two bonus roflss . 4
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300 is a perfect score in the noble and 4
ancient game of bowling. trad P
These machines with 300s in their 5
name depicted on these pages— Mer- EVOLVEL U
cedes-Benz 300 SL and Chrysler 300G—  Mopar's accou ut the |
are inarguable classics and, by happen- to rest at the end of 1958 {3
stance, both were built in 1961, But if continued, using the 413-Cu’e 1
these models’ names are imore or less) Lion* B-block-V-8 developed tolth |

shared, the execution is not. One is a fuel-  Mother Mopar's divistons; the 3

injected six-cylinder, two-seat convert- a 380-hp rating for 1959, New! 960 R

ible from across the Atlantic; the other a Induction introduced in the J0OF Consisted

twin-carbureted V-8, four-seat hardtop (or  of two separate intake manifolds, eacha

convertible) built Stateside. Yet we suggest — compilation of four 30-inch-long itake

that they've got more in common than runners, straddling Chrysler’s big

a cursory reading of the specifications engine, Each bank of runners located the ™

would reveal, To wit: carburetors over the front wheels. The long

Engineers championed the creation runners force-fod the tuelair mixture towas:

of each car, whose names are derived the cylinders, even when the intake valve

Modern machines in repose ; fram aspects of their engines, Chrysler's was shut, farcing a denser air-fuel charge into

at 3 Mid-Century Modern chief engineer Robert MacGregor Rodger,  the combustion chamber once opened. The
home—America’s and (argu- e - whao helped engineer the ariginal Chrysler  result: Five horsepower less than the pe
3§§v~§.§ﬂnﬁoa. - hemi V-8 saw that the thunderous power-  year’s (175 horses) but lots mees tos
perlod -Rh:on“:; Both fook - 3 plant and Chrysler’s frumpy image didnt 450 BYD .
entirely at home in this Paim { tally, He had wrung a then-unheard-of 2,800 g

- . 300 hp from astock 331-cubic-inch 1961 30
‘. Chrysler hemi, complements of dual
four-barrel carburetors, 8.5:1 campres salog
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sower, 495 [b-ft or torque: by

es for > first time

sermany, Herr Uhlenhau

19

61, Chrysler's

w

‘s name but its

« but light enough

the welded alumj-
s weighed just 154
ring 166 inches

Costs approach

no room for

1e solid-roof car,

that swung up rather

at would ac-
ime. (The coupe’s

ne organically.)

g and four-

nt suspension (wish-

g arms jointed at the
were attached. Rear
ated only by the cail
rubber mounts, with

Tilted grees in the engine bay for clearance, the fuel-
the bi sler (see spec box).

injected 240-horse inline Six allowed straight-line performance equal with

itive comfort and higher per-
en customers later groused
lls, lousy headroom, no
s, and poor ventilation,
neered the W198-chas-
) that arrived in 1957
1d adding horizontally
nal doors forced 200
tructural reinforcement

victories that would burnish their parent
marques’ reputations—as well as the cars
that were built in their wake

The W194-chassis 300 SLs debuted
at the 1952 Mille Miglia, where they
placed second and fourth; this was ol
lowed by sweeping the podium of the
Grand Prix of Berne. At Le Mans, a pair of
300 SLs finished 1-2 overall

Carl Kiekhaeter ca
the

t
used NASCAR's ¢ e

as :_Hn:._;. "
ground. Eventual serie amp Tim

18 of 39 races finished in
32 times, _:._:a:. y won

three more events. Fast-  half a
decade: pre 1 300G rag B topped the

and then charts on what would be\&@/Daytona
t-point rear control arms drove back to the factory, The Eifelren- Flying Mile's swan-song J.wh.
compensating spring im- nen sports car race at the Nurburgring
lling, and the spare tire and also saw an SL on top. A victory in the C
re relocated to allow more grueling Carrera Panamericana capped its s
legend. In the space of a year, Mercedes s, neither

launched a car, won nearly everything it

car seen here was, strictlygreaking, new
competed in, and drove away as resourt or groundbreaking in 195 Py that
Earl es were diverted toward F1 Chrysler's big four-seater e evolved
Mercedes-Benz cars would rack up racing In 1955, Mercury Outboard founder beyond its name, althougsms

ssion
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jorting 300 SL

§ Cdlal

yet-sl sal0o0l the S|
was a hign-te h marvel. In L€
came near a 300 SL¢

NSU.. only

Borgward,
come close to t
in1959.Ina Chr

he SL, and it
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rmany, what
2 Of el, VW Porsche,
BMW's 507 could
went away

vsler showroom litter

< the

el ~,(J)w‘ rr
tored poV r, but!
{ its S! The 1ew
ytched Of .q)mlu(
er were jarge!’ deslg
i

)
with chassh

mitlie
) Ve lifferent mission. _

'I\» .I\ often {h(: case W ”h mat nine
possessing St h lofty abilities the CO®
of entry was high (5,413 for the 3
$10,950 fOr the 300 SL), and pmdw tior
was Lumlm*nsumiel\ low. Merte(h's

dster saw 1 858 built

Wi 98-chassis rod

course of seven mode
1961. Chrys

over the | years
)56 built for

Zumbere

ibles; that's 1,61

300 letter cars were

pr()ducti(m I
337 convert
(A total of 16,857

red built from 1955-"65.)

CAR

ler's 300G

with 2
d 1,280 coupes and
7 for the year.

of New York City, has
1961 300 SL for fifteen years
ad his family have owned
des over time, this is his first
original beyond paint, me-
ling, and maintenance, ands
[lies around the

iven on road ra

tory options inc

| fitted luggage:
300G is owned by Scott King

Edelstein of Palm Springs,

ornia; painted Mardi Gras Red, it

ures the optional Golden Tone radio
with power antenna, tinted glass, and

rear-window defogger. A 300G has been

‘or them for many yeas

a bucket-list car f
and so they jumped W hen this example
became available in 2022.
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300SL

Engine type: OHC invline-ix, iron bleck and OHV V-8, iton b

aluminum head ‘
, 2996¢0) 413 cubic inches (¢
iﬂ{iﬂ ﬁn“vn-cd’ihr 375 @ 5,000 rpm
Torque: 217 @ 4.800 rpm 490 @ 2.800 rpm 3
Transmission: Four-speed manual. all Three-speed Chrysie queFlite
Differentiak o 33
Chassis: w:e“:._igioi* Unit-body; torsion-bar independent
independent suspension front suspension, leaf-sprung rear axle
Wheelbase: 94.5inches 126 inches

** 8.2 seconds

J— **16.2 seconds @ 86 mph

Ya-mile: *16.0 seconds @ 89 mph

* From Road & Track’s test of a 1961 300 SL coupe (with the optional performance cam)

October 1968, _
** Erom Motor Life's test of a 1961 Chrysler 300G, printed April 1961

s have not
o add to

Effortless torque defines the Chrysler's movement; you'd ex
‘61 this side of a Corvette.
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PLUS:WOOL BROADCLOTH, LEATHER, HEADLINERS, EMBOSSING,

WINDLACE, SEAT COVERS, VINYL TOPS, TRUNK LINING & CARPET SETS.

ALL AMERICAN CARS 1930-2000 « ALL ITEMS PROUDLY MADE IN THEUS.A,

used parts. We also have NOS sheetmetal.
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pect a car this big to wallow and roll, but it's the mzwavn:.nn!_:m American
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